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Contact: 
Kevin Allen Jackson 
323-839-9354 
info@lobopg.com 
 

Lobo Productions to complete post on “Legacy” in early March ‘07 
 

Filmed in 11 countries and 31 cities, the feature documentary presents 11 lives saved by 
music – including an impoverished Venezuelan 9-year-old, a holocaust survivor and 

former Associate Concertmaster of the Philadelphia Orchestra, and 9 young musicians 
from the Youth Orchestra of the America’s 2005 South American tour. 

 
Los Angeles – January 8, 2007 – LEGACY is a feature length documentary that explores 
the hope, dignity, and joy that the pursuit of excellence engenders in a human being.  We 
follow the lives of nine young musicians during the South American tour of The Youth 
Orchestra of the Americas (YOA) and the return to their hometowns. Along the way, we 
get to know the nobility of these dedicated young professionals, the impact that music has 
had on their lives, and the impact they, in turn, have on the world that surrounds them. 

LEGACY is a story about hope and a recipe for living a life filled with joy in the face of 
hardship, alienation, and the noble struggle to become the best for the benefit of the 
whole.  It includes live performances by the YOA and its internationally acclaimed guest 
soloists under the direction of three respected conductors. 

Traveling to 31 cities in 11 countries over the past year – covering every corner of this 
hemisphere, from Canada to Argentina, from the Caribbean to the Andes and Berkshire 
Mountains – we have documented the struggles and joys of these young leaders.  
The musician’s stories are framed by two heart-warming fortuitous encounters we had 
while accompanying them on their journey – encounters that show the power of music to 
transform lives:  

The first was with an impoverished 9-year old boy on Margarita Island, next to whom 
fate, quite literally, placed a violin on the day we just happened to be passing his shanty.  
His family’s sole means of income is a crude Cocada (coconut milkshake) stand that 
stands on a patch of dirt next to their crumbling concrete home.  The night before, 
someone had stolen their blender, and one of their customers had, in turn, donated the 
violin to them in hopes that they could sell it and make enough money to buy a new 
blender.  We spoke to the boy’s mother and made her a deal:  if she would keep the violin 
and send her kid (named Ludwig!) to the free music conservatory, we would buy her a 
new blender.  Three weeks later he played his first concert as part of the second violin 
section of the Margarita children's orchestra. 

Our second twist of good fortune happened when one of our young musicians introduced 
us to her teacher, David Arben – survivor number 14088 at the Flossenberg concentration 
camp in Germany.  At the age of 14, David was interred in the camp, lost his entire 
family, and was facing certain death, until an SS commander realized he was a violin 
virtuoso, and miraculously spared him.  He has since gone on to become the Associate 
Concertmaster of one of the Philadelphia Orchestra, as well as a world-renowned soloist. 

The stories of the young musicians all share a common theme: how the passion for music 
allowed them to transcend the constraints of their local environment. Yet each story is 
unique and the diversity of the group brings to the forefront the great cultural quilt that is 
our American Continent. The musicians are: 
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Jonathan, 23, tuba, New Hampshire, USA 
Yaitza, 24, cello, Ponce, Puerto Rico 
Marcial, 26, trombone, San Jose, Costa Rica 
Johanna, 23, viola, Caracas, Venezuela 
Guillermo, 22, clarinet, Chinchina, Colombia 
Paule, 21, flute, Montreal, Canada. 
Francisco, 19, violin, Vera Cruz, Mexico 
Emilio, 21, viola, Mendoza, Argentina. 
Mateus, 21, violin, Rio De Janeiro, Brazil. 

Jonathan, 23, tuba, New Hampshire, USA 
Raised in the insular, often intellectually limiting environment of small town 
America, Jonathan is a true diamond in the rough – a hip yet unpretentious, quietly 
self-assured kid who yearns for a bigger pond to swim in, but also appreciates the 
good fortune he has had to grow up in such safe, stable surroundings.  Music has 
given Jonathan not only a passion for his life, but also the opportunity to break free 
from the limitations of his upbringing, exposing him to different places and cultures 
that he could never even imagine growing up in rural New Hampshire.  The only tuba 
player the YOA has ever known, Jonathan is a graduate of the esteemed conservatory 
at Oberlin College, and has just been accepted into the Master’s music program at 
McGill University in Montreal.   

Yaitza, 24, cello, Ponce, Puerto Rico 
Possessing model good looks and a quiet, thoughtful demeanor, Yaitza ran away from 
home and gave up a full swimming scholarship to the University of Puerto Rico 
(where she was studying pre-med) to enter a conservatory and pursue her dream of 
music – much to the dismay of her highly educated mother, whose approval Yaitza 
desperately wants.  Hers is the sometimes heartbreaking struggle of a person trying to 
pursue their dreams without disappointing or hurting the ones they love.  Yaitza was 
nearly ready to quit music when she was accepted into the YOA, and had an 
experience that, literally, changed her life.  Today, Yaitza has just been offered a full 
scholarship to continue studying the cello in the Master’s music program at Temple 
University. 

Marciel, 26, trombone, San Jose, Costa Rica 
If the musicians of the YOA ever voted for a president of the orchestra, Marciel is 
likely whom they’d elect.  Already a professional musician in his home country, 
Marciel is a confident, articulate, sensitive ambassador for musicians of all stripes.  
He plays first trombone with the main national band in Costa Rica, as well as the 
Costa Rican National Symphony and a Salsa band that play the clubs of downtown 
San Jose, in addition to being an often-utilized studio recording artist.  But with all of 
that, Marciel is still forced to play with a borrowed trombone, unable to afford his 
own because of the paltry wages he earns, even with so many different jobs at once.  
Is he bitter that his work is not better compensated?  Not in the least, although he’d 
tell you it’s a sign of how underappreciated musicians are, and how the world does 
not know how to properly value a musician’s work and skill.  Although he hopes to 
one day also be a journalist, and possibly a politician, for now Marciel is content to 
continue bringing music to the world every waking moment that he is able. 

Johanna, 23, viola, Caracas, Venezuela 
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A born social butterfly who hides a deeply thoughtful nature behind an extroverted 
demeanor and a cell phone that seems permanently attached to her ear, Johanna is the 
undisputed leader of every circle in which she enters.  Another professional musician, 
Johanna chose the viola over the volatile streets she has to walk through every day in 
order to get to rehearsal.  Despite her keen awareness that without music her life could 
have taken a much darker turn, Johanna and her family are among the most loving, 
supportive, gregarious people you will ever find anywhere.  A product of Venezuela’s 
extraordinary orchestra system, Johanna has been, and continues to be, the person to 
whom others within both her home orchestra and the YOA look for direction. 

Guillermo, 22, clarinet, Chinchina, Colombia 
You would never know that tragedy has played such a prominent role in Guillermo’s 
young life.  Born and raised in the city once considered the most dangerous in 
Colombia, Guillermo’s warm, winning personality and mop of long blond hair belie a 
difficult past, one that includes a brother killed in a freak accident and a sister living 
in a vegetative state.  A deeply religious young man, Guillermo’s is a journey of 
giving despite loss, and hope despite despair.  He shines brightly as an example of the 
power of perseverance and faith. Guillermo continues to study and play in Bogotá, 
where he now resides and is part of a clarinet quartet that focuses on traditional 
Colombian music.  It is his dream to continuing seeing and exploring the world 
outside of Colombia, so that he can bring those experiences and influences back to his 
home country. 

Paule, 21, flute, Montreal, Canada 
Paule has been playing the flute since she was 5 years old.  Her mom is a 
schoolteacher and her dad a social worker who travels to blighted countries to help 
them develop infrastructure for tourism.  Paule’s dream is to play for a professional 
orchestra one day.  Predominately a French speaker, she is also proficient in English, 
and learned how to speak Spanish while on tour with the orchestra. 

Francisco, 19, violin, Vera Cruz, Mexico 
Francisco began his career as a musician by listening to his dad and his uncle play 
ranchera music from the North of Mexico, but ended up loving classical music and 
the violin.  Since the needs of his family and his feeling of responsibility towards 
them does not allow for him to fully commit to his life’s passion, Francisco studies 
dentistry, along with his music studies.  He begins his day at 6AM, and goes from the 
clinic to the conservatory.  The YOA tour was the first time he had ever left Mexico. 

Emilio, 21, viola, Mendoza, Argentina 
Emilio began playing the viola at an early age and has never been able to let it go.  
His father is a mountaineer and his mother works in a local office.  Emilio is 
desperate to travel, looking for knowledge and experience he can bring back to his 
hometown.  It looks like he is getting his wish – after the tour with the orchestra, 
Emilio was hired by the Reina Sophia Orchestra in Madrid, Spain. 

Mateus, 21, violin, Rio De Janeiro, Brazil 
The star of the orchestra for no other reason than his humility and his natural ability to 
infect the rest of the orchestra with wit, the joy of life, and an infectious love of 
music.  Mateus wants to do whatever it takes to continue being a musician.  His joy 
for it and talent just might get him there. 
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The Youth Orchestra of the Americas (YOA) is a multicultural, world-class symphony 
orchestra of 110 gifted young musicians from the countries of the Western Hemisphere.  Its 
mission is to pursue musical excellence, develop young leaders with cross cultural 
understanding, and inspire a spirit of hemispheric unity that will produce greatness in the people, 
communities and governments of the Americas.  The YOA is led by its Artistic Advisor, Plácido 
Domingo, the President of the United States and Mrs. George W. Bush as Honorary Chairmen of 
the YOA Presidential Partners, the Honorable Madeleine Albright as Chairman of the 
Leadership Advisory Council, the American Symphony Orchestra League and The Americas 
Society as institutional Advisory Council members, and the New England Conservatory and 
Vision, Inc. as Founding Institutions. 
 
Lobo Production Group (which encompasses Lobo Productions, Lobo Pictures, and Lobo 
Theatre Group) is guided by the idea that human identity is not only reflected through cultural 
institutions, it is created by those institutions. We develop and produce documentaries, feature 
films, and stage plays that seek to erase national boundaries and identities, while highlighting 
human individualism. We strive to capture the power of ideas in the form that best serves to 
highlight those ideas, for the sake of better understanding ourselves and our motivations. 
 
Visit http://www.lobopg.com/productions/Project-pages/legacy.html to view the trailer.   
 
You may also view it on: 
 
YouTube –  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3TEJTo81aHI 
 
or 
 
MySpace – 
http://vids.myspace.com/index.cfm?fuseaction=vids.individual&videoid=1559749811 
 
If you would like to request a DVD copy of the trailer, email us at info@lobopg.com. 
 
To stay updated on festival screenings, release dates and other news regarding LEGACY, join 
our mailing list at http://lobopg.com/contact. 
 
  


